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Following from Malcolm MacDonald. 

Harriman returned from the United States yesterday, and I 
talked with him last evening. 

2. Amongst other things he told me that he. is authorized by 
the President to talk with Pushkin about the situation in South 
Viet Nam. I gather that he will speak fairly frankly, saying 
that the Americans now feel it essential to increase support for 
the Diem Government in certain ways because of the seriously 
stepped-up interference from North Viet Nam in the internal 
affairs of the south. I am not sure whether he will positively 
admit that the forms of aid contemplated will reach proportions 
in excess of some figures allowed under the 1954 Geneva 
Agreement, but I think he will at least indicate that this is a 
possibility. He will deplore the situation, express American 
regret at it, and say that the Americans for their part are 
ready to remedy it, if the other side will act in the same way. 
He will put the entire blame for recent developments, and for 
the need for America to increase her assistance, on the North 
Viet Namese, and will presumably indicate that the Americans 
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"believe the Forth Viet Namese are "being supported "by Communist 
Powers. He will state that according to reliable American 
information, the North Viet Namese military strength in South 
Viet Nam in the form of irregula? guerilla troops, etc. has 
been doubled within the last few months. He will say that if 
the North Viet Namese and their Communist sympathisers are ready 
to reverse this process, and to reduce interfering in South Viet 
Namese affairs, the Americans for their part will be ready to 
respond by reducing their support in military matters. If the 
Communists do not (repeat not) agree to this, the Americans 
will maintain their effort, and if necessary increase it. It 
is not impossible that SEATO would be compelled to join in in 
appropriate ways. 

3. He expressed to me the view that the Russians will wish to 
avoid this prospect of a steadily mounting and worsening military 
situation in South Viet Nam; and he hopes his talk with Pushkin 
may help to begin to produce a reversal of present trends. 

Saving telegram follows (not to all), containing Harriman's 
further ideas for reducing tension in South East Asia. 

Foreign Office please pass to Washington 285, Saigon 1-2, 
and saving to Ottawa 150, New Delhi 112, Bangkok 91, Paris 289, 
Canberra 155, Wellington !U-6, Singapore 99, and Moscow 211. 

[Repeated as requested: copy sent to telegraph section CRO 
for repetition Saving to Ottawa, New Delhi, Canberra. Wellington] 
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